wide variety of topics is considered. The papers also vary widely in style: some are reviews with numerous references, some are reports of research, some are personal essays. These last, at least, must have been interesting to hear.
The first seven sections, as their titles imply, are mainly concerned with 'basic science'. Indeed the section on psychotropic drugs is too basic and a contribution from a clinical pharmacologist would have been welcome. The final section on psychotic behaviour is concerned with clinical research, almost all of it research on schizophrenic patients. All the participants are well known. Their views and research findings are equally well known, partly because they have often been expounded at other such conferences.
Interdisciplinary conferences and symposia are fashionable at present. They are often very stimulating for the participants and no one would quarrel with their aims. But must the papers inevitably be published in book form, especially when there is no real unity of theme in spite of a single title? These volumes have been very carefully edited and beautifully produced. One can only hope that the labour of editor and publisher was justified. J L GIBBONS Principles and Practice of Obstetric Analgesia and Anesthesia Volume I -Fundamental Considerations by John J Bonica MD pp xvi +837 illustrated £9 15s Philadelphia: FA Davis 1967 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications
The first of the two volumes which will eventually comprise this work makes it abundantly clear that Professor Bonica is writing on a subject on which he has clear and laudable convictions. In the preface he makes the firm proposition that the practice of relegating obstetric anmsthesia to the hands of junior and inexpert staff can no longer be tolerated: it should always be undertaken by a specially trained anesthetist who is possessed of a full background knowledge of the physiology of normal pregnancy together with the pathology of all abnormal conditions. Particular emphasis is placed upon the desirability of the anesthetist working as an integral part of the obstetric team and so seeing the patient as an entire personality rather than as a transient anesthetic encounter. To this end the first volume, consisting of no less than forty-seven chapters, covers a very wide field, including maternal physiology, physiology of parturition, nature of pain, and chapters on placental transfer of drugs together with consideration of the pharmacology of all drugs concerned, so that the anwsthetist's choice of method and of drugs may be correctly made. Further consideration is given to the psychology of pregnancy together with an assessment of the value of hypnosis, psychoprophylaxis and suggestion. The entire subject is discussed in painstaking detail: the continuity and development of ideas is admirable: and the bibliography is meticulously comprehensive. This wholly commendable book should be on the shelves of every library concerned with anesthetics or obstetrics. In 1960 the British Occupational Hygiene Society held an international symposium at which medical, biological and physical scientists exchanged views on the inhalation of foreign substances. The proceedings of this meeting were reported in 'Inhaled Particles and Vapours I' (reviewed in Proceedings, 1962, 55, 414) , and its success encouraged the Society to organize in 1965 a further meeting which is reported in the book under review.
Despite the inclusion of 'Vapours' in the title this symposium, like the previous one, concerned particles almost exclusively, but within these limits and the limitation of an experimental rather than a clinical approach the papers cover a wide range of subjects. These are divided into sections headed: (1) Anatomy and physiology. The papers themselves are very varied in approach and the authors include chemists, physicists, physiologists and statisticians as well as physicians. In a very interesting preface the editor draws together the various strands.
JOHN MCK ELLISON
A Short Textbook of Psychiatry by W L Linford Rees BSC MD FRCP DPM ppx+305 25spaperback 35slibraryedition London: English Universities Press 1967 The number of textbooks of psychiatry which have been produced in the last few years indicates how difficult it is to satisfy everyone with a single book. In psychiatry, which draws its knowledge from so many scientific disciplines and covers such a wide field of human experience, it is
